A case of mixed ductal-endocrine carcinoma of the pancreas.
A 66-year-old male patient underwent a stomach-preserving pancreatoduodenectomy procedure because of a tumor located around the lower bile duct under the diagnosis of carcinoma of the lower bile duct. The tumor (3.5 × 2.5 cm) was found at the head of the pancreas and had invaded the papillae of Vater at the duodenum. Histology findings indicated both ductal adenocarcinoma and endocrine tumor. The ductal adenocarcinoma component expressed carcinoembryonic antigen, cytokeratin (CK)-19, CK-20, carbohydrate 19-9, and amylase, whereas the endocrine component, which occupied about one-third of the tumor, expressed glucagon, neuron-specific enolase, and chromogranin A. The Ki-67 labeling indices of the two components were 49.7% and 5.3%, respectively. Herein, we present this case of mixed ductal-endocrine carcinoma of the pancreas. Our findings indicate that its aggressive mass may be ascribable to the adenocarcinoma component with a high proliferative potential.